
PRESIDENTIAL COUNCIL: 

CSU BOARD OF VISITORS 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Each member contributes directly to the success of CSU students 
by providing a minimum of $10,000 annually.



ABBEY COLOR

Abbey Color is the World’s Premier Dye 
Manufacturer and located in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania and a proud supporter of Charleston 
Southern University. Founder of Abbey Group 
Companies, Roger Nielsen, is a graduate of the 
Class of ’74. He came to Baptist College from New 
Jersey to play baseball. After graduating from 
Baptist College, he had a successful business career, 
establishing Abbey Companies, run today by Brian 
Nielsen and Kristen Nielsen Donnelly. 

Since becoming an active member of the CSU 
giving community, Roger has been a strong 
advocate and supporter of CSU. His example of 
servant leadership began with baseball where he 
has been active in encouraging his classmates and 
other alumni to support CSU. He has also been 
a generous donor to baseball and the Singleton 
Complex. Nielsen Field (2017) is named in honor of 
his family. With his business skills and his passion 
to see the university grow and succeed, he was 
invited to join the College of Business’ Executive in 
Residence program in 2018, then joined the COB 
Board of Advisors in 2019. In 2022, the Board of 
Trustees approved the naming of the business 
school to the Hans A. Nielsen College of Business, 
after receiving a generous gift from Roger and his 
wife, Joyce, and their children, Brian and Kristen. 
This was in honor of Roger’s father, Hans A. Nielsen. 

The Abbey Group Companies consists of several 
companies:

•	 Abbey Color- Premier dye manufacturer and 	
supplier of industrial dyes

•	 Abbey Products- Manufactures and supplies 	
engineered industrial maintenance products

•	 Abbey Research- corporate training that 	
focus on employee engagement and retention 
with approaches and insights that get to 
the root of discontent, poor morale, and 
miscommunication - the key factors in   
employee turnover.



BAPTIST FOUNDATION OF SOUTH CAROLINA

For more than six decades, the Baptist Foundation 
of South Carolina has been serving as a ministry 
partner with individuals, churches, associations and 
institutions of the South Carolina Baptist Convention 
and Southern Baptist Convention. Over the years, 
our services have grown and expanded. Our passion 
is to see individuals and churches become faithful 
stewards of God’s resources.



BETSCH ASSOCIATES INC.

Betsch Associates Inc. is a full service design 
firm created to provide its clients with traditional 
architectural services, as well as complete predesign
services, including strategic planning, land planning, 
financial feasibility, and market analysis. This firm 
was founded by Ken Betsch, AIA, with over 40 
years of experience in the planning and design 
of major projects throughout the United States. 
The firm’s areas of expertise include corporate 
headquarters for nationally known corporations, 
commercial office buildings, mixed-use urban 
centers, hotels, civic and cultural centers, athletic 
facilities, public assembly facilities, college and 
university facilities, campus planning, laboratory 
buildings, and aviation facilities. 

During his career, Betsch has repeatedly delivered 
high image solutions for high profile projects 
that have received public recognition from their 
respective communities. 

Betsch Associates, Inc. was established on two 
major tenets. First, the client’s desire for a more 
intimate design firm which provides full-time 
involvement of a principal with national experience, 
a unique client analysis approach to the design 
process, and a strong business emphasis to its 
services. Second, an agile firm which provides 
nontraditional services required in meeting the 
business, planning, and market feasibility needs of 
its clients.



RON AND MARCIA BRANTLEY

Ron and Marcia Brantley have been longtime
friends and supporters of Charleston Southern
University. Ron serves at Brantley Construction,
leading their special projects. Marcia serves the
Summerville community as the director of
Palmetto Bronze Community Handbell Ensemble. 
They are longtime members of Summerville Baptist 
Church, serving in various capacities over the years. 

The Brantley’s enjoy supporting Charleston Southern 
University with their time, talents and gifts. Ron is 
currently on the Board of Trustees, and Marcia has 
been on the CSU Women’s Council. They believe 
in Charleston Southern’s mission of promoting 
academic excellence in a Christian Environment 
and wholeheartedly support the founder’s vision 
of opening a university in the Lowcountry whose 
foundation is built upon the Great Commission.



CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

Clement Rivers is built on a proud heritage of 
Charleston legal professionals dating back to the 
1960s. The firm’s high standards for quality, integrity 
driven client service include providing efficient 
case management, a depth of legal experience, and 
state-of-the-art technology to meet clients’ needs
for solid legal counsel at a reasonable cost. 

Of great importance to the firm is its belief 
in the notion of corporate citizenship. In 
Charleston, we are privileged to enjoy a strong 
and vital community where our citizens have the 
opportunity to reach their highest potential. Strong, 
postsecondary educational institutions, including 
Charleston Southern University, are important to the 
continued prosperity of the entire community. The 
firm considers it a privilege to be able to support 
the university in its academic mission. 

Clement Rivers is proud to be a charter member 
of ALFA International, which is an exclusive, global 
association of law firms dedicated to improving the 
quality and depth of legal services provided to its 
clients. ALFA firms represent domestic and foreign 
clients in service, manufacturing, financial, and 
professional enterprises throughout the world.

Clement Rivers is pleased to offer a wide variety of 
legal services, with practice groups in many areas of 
civil litigation, administrative law, probate and tax, 
and real estate transactions. www.ycrlaw.com



MANUEL AND ELINOR COHEN

We are very impressed with how Charleston Southern University teaches the next 
generation to become servant leaders. Their students are equipped with the soft 
skills needed in today’s workforce. The alumni who give back to their alma mater are 
admirable. Although, we are not alumni we realize and appreciate what CSU does for 
our community. 

With a degree from CSU, you have an opportunity to spend your life doing what you 
love to do. We challenge the graduates to remain optimistic, always try to serve others, 
and set goals for freedom, peace and justice. It is our pleasure to walk on the campus. 

We appreciate what CSU does to repair the world.





DR. DONDI AND VICKEY COSTIN

Dr. Dondi and Vickey Costin joined the Charleston 
Southern family upon their retirement from the U.S. 
Air Force in the summer of 2018. A retired major 
general, Dr. Costin served as CSU’s third president 
until becoming Liberty University’s sixth president 
in the summer of 2023. 

Born and raised in North Carolina, Dondi met Vickey 
at church during his first Air Force assignment in 
her Florida hometown. They have been married 
for more than 34 years. Vickey’s career as a public 
school music educator spanned 23 years, during 
which she taught in six states while supporting 
Dondi’s military career. 

The Costins continue to invest in CSU because 
they see the University’s lasting impact on future 
generations through the distinctively Christian 
education Charleston Southern provides. 
Because of their shared passion for the gospel, 
Dondi and Vickey have committed themselves 
to helping students from all stations in life have 
access to a life-changing CSU degree. They have 
seen firsthand that the benefits of supporting a 
Kingdom enterprise “preparing servant leaders to 
pursue significant lives” is more than worth the 
investment—in this life and the next.



DYNAMIC CAMPUS

For more than 20 years, smaller, private colleges 
and universities have trusted Dynamic Campus to 
deliver the technical and functional expertise and 
scalability of a large, public university, optimizing 
and transforming it to stay ahead of the rapidly 
changing needs and goals of students and 
stakeholders alike.
 
Our proven blend of technical, functional, and 
strategic experts from the Dynamic Campus Talent 
Cloud™ deliver the exact support your institution 
needs, when you need it. We help you meet your 
immediate IT support needs while also optimizing 
business outcomes, ensuring your institution’s 
mission and legacy will remain vibrant for 
generations to come.
 
We’re blessed to have the opportunity to support 
Charleston Southern University for the last several 
years, and we look forward to a bright future ahead!
 
Visit dynamiccampus.com to find out more.



EDIFICE

Edifice is a regional general contractor 
headquartered in Charlotte, North Carolina with 
offices in Greenville and Charleston, South Carolina. 
Since its inception in 1978, Edifice has grown to 
become one of the leading commercial contractors 
in the Southeast and is an Engineering News-
Record (ENR) top 400 U.S. general contractor.  
 
Edifice has a well-balanced team of experienced 
employees – each bringing a certain area 
of expertise to the table including project 
management and supervision for pre-construction 
and construction management services.  
  
Edifice has a diverse portfolio (K-12, higher 
education, municipal, industrial, faith-based, 
medical office, senior living, office, corporate 
interiors, entertainment) of projects ranging 
from complex multi-faceted structures to interior 
renovations. Over the years, Edifice has developed a 
reputation for tackling the unique and challenging, 
while delivering the highest quality services in 
general construction, construction management, 
and design-build delivery methods. With an 
outstanding performance record, Edifice has been 
recognized by numerous industry associations for 
excellence in construction, a strong commitment 
to quality, and above all else, client satisfaction. 
The company has been awarded fifty-seven (57) 
project-specific awards.  

With our Never Walk Away philosophy, we provide 
our clients with a single point-of-contact and a 
thoughtful, open-book approach throughout the 
entire construction process. Our team is there every 
step of the way — from the very beginning, when 
your project is just an idea — all the way until you 
move in… and beyond. 



FOUNDERS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Serving their communities for over 73 years, 
Founders Federal Credit Union is one of the largest 
credit unions in the Carolinas offering all of the 
financial products and services you need. Founders 
serves over 269,000 members, has $4.7 billion in 
assets and 42 locations in North and South Carolina. 

Relax … let Founders help you achieve your financial 
goals. Visit foundersfcu.com or any of their locations 
to get started.



HAMILTON CAPITAL

We believe that the Gospel has the power to 
transform lives and that God has created each of us 
with a unique set of gifts and abilities. At Hamilton 
Capital, providing the highest quality investment 
management to clients of faith is not only our gift 
but also our calling.  We are proud to have helped 
private clients and institutions align their values 
and their investments with the goal to provide both 
financial performance and positive outcomes driven 
by Biblical values and mission.  

Matt Hamilton, Hamilton Capital’s founder, 
also serves as its visionary and Chief Executive 
Officer. Focused from the beginning on building 
extraordinary outcomes for clients and thriving 
careers for teammates, he has carefully and 
intentionally built an environment that embraces 
excellence, continuous innovation and refuses to rest 
on the laurels of yesterday’s successes. 
  
A CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional 
and a graduate of The Ohio State University, Matt 
has been described as a man of big ideas who does 
not “follow the market herd.” He pioneered Hamilton 
Capital’s distinctive investment process and served 
as its first Chief Investment Officer from 1997-2009.  
In addition to his management duties, he remains 
fully engaged in the investment process as an active 
member of Hamilton Capital’s Senior Investment 
Council and serves as lead advisor on selected 
clients.   

Together with his wife Claire and two children, 
the Hamilton family is passionate about Christian 
discipleship focused on building lives of significance 
and life on life impact. Together, they have 
established a foundation that stewards resources 
to this calling. Aligned with this, Matt serves as 
a member of the National Board of Trustees for 
Search Ministries and as a trustee of The James 
Foundation. He is also a member of the professional 
advisory committee of The Columbus Foundation 
and serves as a member of the Champions Forum 
for Kingdom Advisors.



MIKE HARMON

How much of your success postgraduation was due to your education at
CSU? That is the question that I finally asked myself in 2014. 

First, my high school grades were weak, and no four-year college I applied to in 1965 
had any interest in me attending their school. Because of that, I went to a junior college 
and had my first awakening. I realized that I was smarter than my high school grades 
indicated I was and found that I had a natural ability to learn accounting. After two 
years in junior college, I was ready to pursue a four-year degree, but four-year colleges 
weren’t interested in me. 

Fortunately, someone told me about CSU, (Baptist College at the time) and they were 
willing to give me a try. Overall, I made very good grades at CSU
and broadened my education and matured. 

Upon graduation, I defied the odds again by going to work in accounting for the 
largest textile company in the world at that time and received many promotions and 
opportunities over the years. Those opportunities
eventually led me to being Chief Financial Officer for two different billion-dollar public 
companies. 

After choosing to leave corporate America in 2003, I went into consulting
and helped lead efforts to save a struggling $4 million organic food company. Because 
they couldn’t afford to pay me initially, I took stock in the company and sales over the 
next 10 years grew to over $100 million only to see the CEO of the company try to 
deprive me of the true value of the company’s stock that I owned. This was particularly 
hard on me because the CEO would not make a major decision without my input for
many years. 

We went through a long legal process and ultimately reached a settlement
in 2014 that led to my second awakening – How did I get from a kid that barely 
graduated high school to a successful business man. 

The answer was the Christian upbringing that my mother instilled in me, and I know 
that I have had the success I have because of GOD leading me to CSU and the success I 
have enjoyed in the business world. 

Now you know why I have been a Presidential Council member of the Board of Visitors 
since 2014.



HES FACILITY SERVICES

HES Facility Services has been delivering 
high-quality, cost-effective facility services 
throughout the country since 1974. Our focus 
is relatively narrow compared to many of our 
competitors in that we seek out partnerships
only with educational institutions whose mission 
and values are aligned with ours. This approach has 
served us and our partners well for more than
45 years. HES’s objective is to be the best college 
and university facility services (Maintenance, 
Custodial & Grounds) provider, not necessarily the
biggest. We fulfill this objective by delivering quality 
service and building solid partnerships with every 
school. As a privately owned company, we can 
make decisions based on the long-term success of 
our partnerships and team members. We strive to 
provide consistent, high quality service. Our key to 
successfully delivering quality service is combining 
professional on-site leadership, strong and invested 
corporate support operating on a platform of proven 
systems and processes. This approach provides
experienced leadership and an operating model to 
assure professional management. 

We are proud to partner with Charleston Southern 
University in meeting their facility needs.





IOA

Since 2009, I’ve had the opportunity to handle 
Charleston Southern University’s insurance and 
risk management program. While getting to know 
CSU, I learned that its vision is integrating faith in 
learning, leading, and serving. 

Much like the university’s vision, IOA also places a 
high value on faith in the marketplace. As president, 
I’m privileged to serve a company founded on three 
key elements—faith, family, and fun. We’re very 
careful to make sure every team member knows 
that they are valued no matter what their beliefs are 
while at the same time demonstrating that faith is 
an important part of who we are and the values we 
represent. Like CSU, it’s woven into the very fabric 
of our organization, and I have the opportunity 
every day to serve my clients and colleagues while 
integrating my faith into the marketplace. It’s 
exciting and an honor to play a financial role in the 
future of CSU students as they learn and go forth to 
serve in their communities and businesses. 

IOA is the fourth largest privately held insurance 
brokerage in the United States serving the 
insurance and risk management needs of its clients 
with more than 1,600 dedicated associates located 
in over 60 offices in the U.S. and United Kingdom. 
Rob can be reached at 803-260-3696.



DR. BILLY KIM

Dr. Billy Kim is a pastor, evangelist, and broadcaster of world renown. His list of 
accomplishments and service in the Christian worldwide community is extensive. In 
his dedication and passion for evangelism, Dr. Kim has preached the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ all over the world to thousands of people in all walks of life, including military 
personnel, diplomats, university professors, and missionaries. 

Following 45 years as pastor of the 15,000-member Central Baptist Church in Suwon, 
Korea, he is now Pastor Emeritus, as well as the chairman of the Far East Broadcasting 
Company in Korea. Dr. Kim served a five-year term as president of the Baptist World 
Alliance (2000-2005). He is also the founder of Suwon Central Christian Academy and 
Capital Bible College and Seminary in Korea. He is the former director of Youth for 
Christ, Korea. 

As chairman of the Far East Broadcasting Company-Korea, Dr. Kim directs a network of 
13 radio stations, of which two are high-powered AM transmitters sending the Gospel to 
China, Russia, Japan, and throughout South and North Korea.

He notes one of the most memorable events of his life and ministry was the opportunity 
to interpret for Dr. Billy Graham at the 1973 Korean Crusade where more than a million 
people attended a single service. He represented the international scope of Graham’s 
evangelistic ministry at Dr. Graham’s funeral. 

Dr. Billy Kim faithfully supports and prays for Charleston Southern University, believing 
in the power of one person. He will continue to pray that God bless all CSU staff and 
students and keep them in the hollow of His hands.



LORD & EVANS CAPITAL GROUP

Lord & Evans Capital is so named because we 
believe that God owns our firm, and we serve Him 
there. Hence, the name Lord & Evans. 

Lord & Evans Capital assists clients who are seeking 
to acquire or divest strategic assets. Our expertise 
in helping clients create a plan to achieve balanced 
growth, profitability and enterprise value is a core 
competency at Lord & Evans Capital.
 
The firm also has a consulting practice that offers 
owner and key executive coaching that is aimed at 
achieving both personal and business excellence. 

Ken Evans, president, founded the firm in Charleston 
in 1997. Evans previously served as CEO of a public, 
NASDAQ traded corporation. The Evans family also 
owned and operated a business in the Lowcountry 
for 20 years. Ken also mentors high potential 
business professionals to achieve spiritual and 
career growth. 

The Evans’ family are long-term enthusiastic 
supporters of Charleston Southern through active 
service and the establishment of four endowed 
student scholarships. 

We will consider it an honor to serve you. You may 
contact us at 843-200-4464. 



NELSON MULLINS

Established in 1897, Nelson Mullins is a full-service 
Am Law 100 law firm of more than 1,000 attorneys, 
policy advisors, and professionals with offices 
across the United States serving clients in more than 
100 practice areas. Firm attorneys in Charleston 
have played key roles in many of the region’s 
business and legal developments, including work on 
major real estate transactions, infrastructure deals, 
and business operations. The office’s legal practices 
run the gamut including litigation, corporate, real 
estate, intellectual property, and environmental, 
among others.



MINNIE NEWMAN
Minnie Newman graduated from South Stokes 
High School in 1972 and continued her education 
at Charleston Southern University, earning both a 
bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in education 
and later earning her doctorate in Child and Youth 
Studies from Nova Southeastern University in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida.
As a strong believer in empowerment through 
education, Minnie has dedicated herself to 
expanding the minds of her students for over 
20 years. She held teaching positions at the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels in 
Berkeley and Dorchester Counties and worked 
as an adjunct professor at the Citadel, College of 
Charleston, Charleston Southern University, and 
Southern Illinois University at the Charleston Air 
Force Base.
Minnie has received a number of honors and awards 
for her service as an educator, including Hanahan 
High School’s Student Council Teacher of the Year 
in 1996 and 1999, Director of the Year in 2006, 
two Barbara H. James awards for outstanding 
contributions to Career and Technology Education 
and Tech Prep, Dorchester County School District 
Two’s Honor Teacher of the Year in 2009, and 
Alston Middle School’s Teacher of the Year that 
same year.
With a strong desire to better her community and 
to help it thrive and grow, Minnie decided to run for 
Hanahan City Council. She was elected in October 
1995 and served for 7 years. In November 2002, 
she was elected Mayor of the City of Hanahan in 
Berkeley County and served in that capacity until 
December 2018.
During her time as Mayor, Minnie fought to get 
Hanahan its own zip code, oversaw construction 
projects that included City Hall, the Senior Center 
and adjacent gymnasium, Fire Station 3, and the 
City Amphitheater. She led the fight against the 
Berkeley County School District to build Bowen’s 
Corner Elementary School on Williams Lane and got 
the district to promise to send all Hanahan children 
to the city’s schools. With a strong commitment 
to excellence in her chosen profession and in her 
community, Minnie has served as a member of 
numerous organizations and committees. 



RENFROW BROTHERS, INC.

Our Mission at Renfrow Industrial is to provide 
construction expertise, along with excellent 
service, to meet the contracting needs of industrial 
companies. We accomplish this through our 
competent, professional leaders and by matching 
employee skills to customer needs.

We are committed to utilizing our business as a 
platform to draw men and women into the kingdom 
of God and to provide an environment in which 
employees can, if they choose, grow in their faith in 
Jesus Christ.



SOUTH CAROLINA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

South Carolina Federal Credit Union, founded 
in 1936, offers a full range of financial services 
including savings and investments, checking, 
insurance, credit cards, and loans. The member-
owned financial institution operates 29 locations in 
Charleston, Columbia, Georgetown, Florence, Myrtle 
Beach, Spartanburg, and Greenville, serving more 
than 175,000 members across South Carolina. 

The credit union’s mission is to help its members 
and communities thrive. In fact, every dollar invested 
in South Carolina Federal is reinvested back into 
the membership and the communities it serves. 
The credit union donates more than half a million 
dollars to local nonprofits every year, and it awards 
$45,000 in scholarships to college students in the 
state. South Carolina Federal has been voted a Best 
Place to Work in South Carolina 12 times and has 
been included on Glassdoor’s Best Places to Work 
list six times. 

Scott Woods, president and CEO, has served 
South Carolina Federal since 1999. He received his 
bachelor’s degree from the College of Charleston 
and his MBA from Auburn University, and he is a 
Certified Public Accountant. Woods is proud to 
have served on the board of trustees for Charleston 
Southern University, on the Credit Union National 
Association board, and on the Community 
Investment Council of Federal Reserve Bank of 
Richmond. For more information about South 
Carolina Federal, www.scfederal.org.





SOUTH CAROLINA INDEPENDENT COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES

South Carolina Independent Colleges and 
Universities supports and promotes the values of
independent higher education in South Carolina.
SCICU seeks to advance higher education through 
fundraising, scholarships, and research, as well as 
by facilitating collaborative activities among the 
member institutions. SCICU also enhances a positive 
public image and encourages government policies 
that support independent higher education.



THE STRACK CENTER FOR GLOBAL 
LEADERSHIP & MINISTRY - 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP UNIVERSITY

Dr. Jay Strack, 1975 CSU alumni, founded Student 
Leadership University in 1994. 

SLU is a faith based experiential leadership program 
that empowers, enables, and equips students to rise 
to the call of leadership through the lens of a Biblical 
worldview. SLU offers unforgettable experiences that 
equip students to change the way they think, dream, 
and lead both today and for the rest of their lives. 

CSU is a signature partner with Student Leadership 
University. In 2020 The Strack Center for Global 
Leadership and Ministry was launched at CSU. The 
innovative, digital approach allows students to learn 
from some of the greatest experts in the world on 
global leadership strategy, contemporary youth
culture and ministry, biblical worldview and 
apologetics. The Strack Center features the “There is 
Always a Way” podcast hosted by Dr. Strack. 

THE STRACK CENTER



TRIDENT CONSTRUCTION

Trident Construction has partnered with Charleston 
Southern University for over 25 years, delivering 
many exciting projects including the Science 
Building, Athletic Center, Softball Press Box, 
Singleton Baseball Complex, the Health Science 
Building, and most recently, a new Residence Hall. 
We have also completed renovations to the Library, 
Dining Hall, Art Building, academic buildings, and 
residence halls. Some of our recent projects include 
the Student Center renovations, and the Science & 
Engineering Building.

Founded in 1981, Trident Construction has grown 
to become the region’s most recognized leader for 
providing design-assist construction services to 
team-oriented clients, known throughout our market 
as Trident Construction’s TEAM BUILD process. 
Today, we complete over $265,000,000 annually 
using our TEAM BUILD process for projects ranging 
from small tenant upfits to fast-track $150,000,000 
facilities.

Our staff of more than 130 construction 
professionals works closely with our clients and 
design team members to provide a wide array of 
services including project planning, site selection, 
preconstruction coordination and budgeting, and 
construction management. With a 95% repeat 
client base, our collaborative TEAM BUILD services 
continue to provide exceptional value and project 
success.



TRIDENT MEDICAL CENTER

When Trident Medical Center opened in 1975, 
among its first visitors were representatives from 
Charleston Southern University. While our campuses 
may be separated by University Boulevard, it’s what 
we have in common that continues to strengthen 
one of our longest relationships. At its core is a 
focus on excellence – excellence in providing for 
the healthcare needs of Lowcountry families and 
excellence in preparing our next generation of 
nurses, physician assistants, and other healthcare 
professionals. Behind every quality award we 
earn at Trident Medical Center is a nurse or other 
clinician from Charleston Southern University. Their 
positive impact results in nationally recognized 
care. For example, Healthgrades has named our 
hospital among America’s 250 Best Hospitals. And, 
Fortune/PINC Al has named our hospital a Top 50 
Cardiovascular Hospital in the nation. We thank 
Charleston Southern University for giving our next 
generation of clinicians the opportunity to have a 
voice and a future at Trident Medical Center and 
to have a positive impact on the health of our 
Lowcountry patients.



TRUIST

Truist Financial Corporation is a purpose-driven 
financial services company committed to inspiring 
and building better lives and communities. Truist
has leading market share in many high-growth 
markets in the country. The company offers a wide 
range of services including retail, small business and
commercial banking; asset management; capital 
markets; commercial real estate; corporate and 
institutional banking; insurance; mortgage;
payments; specialized lending; and wealth 
management. Headquartered in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Truist is a top 10 U.S. commercial bank 
with total assets of $555 billion as of June 30, 2023. 
At Truist, we are grateful for the long-standing 
partnership with Charleston Southern University 
which is a major way we get to carry out 
our mission.



WHITFIELD FAMILY FOUNDATION

The Whitfield family are great believers in the special calling that God has for building 
His Kingdom through Charleston Southern University. For decades, the Whitfields have 
offered their time, effort and financial resources to CSU knowing that their dedication 
to God’s work at the school will result in much needed fruit in this lost and dying world. 
The late Dr. Floyd Whitfield was a member of the feasibility committee that entertained
the thought of having a Christ-based learning institution, and he served in many 
capacities involving the growth of CSU. Dr. Shirley Whitfield has dedicated her life to 
the betterment of the university for over 40 years, all to the glory of God. Tim and Alina 
Whitfield, son and daughter-in-law of Dr. and Dr. Whitfield, continue the family legacy 
as Tim serves on the Board of Trustees and Alina on the Women’s Council. With the 
family’s undying faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and His call on their lives to help nurture,
educate and equip generations of young people for years to come, they have chosen 
CSU as the vessel God uses to shape the faith, education and ideas of those that walk 
through the doors of the university. All praise, honor and glory to God!



WILDES FINANCIAL STRATEGIES

Since 1999, Wildes Financial Strategies has delivered 
exceptional financial services to clients who trust 
us to provide advice and counsel with biblical 
perspective while placing their interests first.
 
As an independent practice, we have the flexibility 
and advantage of searching the marketplace for 
investment products and services that are best 
suited to help each of our clients reach their goals.
 
We work with our clients and their other trusted 
advisors to assist in developing sound strategies 
that allow them to nurture and educate their 
children, navigate new careers, start and grow 
businesses, prepare for retirement, and leave a 
lasting legacy with their hard-earned resources. 
Our mission is to advise and support them in a way 
that they can realize their ambitions and goals while 
being the best possible stewards of their God-given 
resources.
 
As a Christian practice, we place a high value on 
helping others and giving back to our community. 
Members of our team serve as active volunteers in 
professional and civic organizations, local churches, 
and other groups.
 
As part of the Presidential Council, Wildes Financial 
Strategies is pleased to support Charleston 
Southern University in its mission to promote 
academic excellence in a Christian environment.



THANK YOU
FOR SUPPORTING
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN!


